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By Lisa Jewell

The Family Upstairs Book
From the New York Times bestselling author of Then She Was Gone and Watching You comes another
page-turning look inside one familyâ€™s past as buried secrets threaten to come to light.
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The Family Upstairs Goodreads
Be careful who you let in.
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The Family Upstairs Amazon
Soon after her twenty-fifth birthday, Libby Jones returns home from work to find the letter sheâ€™s
been waiting for her entire life. She rips it open with one driving thought: I am finally going to know who
I am.
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The Family Upstairs Release Date
She soon learns not only the identity of her birth parents, but also that she is the sole inheritor of their
abandoned mansion on the banks of the Thames in Londonâ€™s fashionable Chelsea neighborhood,
worth millions. Everything in Libbyâ€™s life is about to change. But what she canâ€™t possibly know is
that others have been waiting for this day as wellâ€”and she is on a collision course to meet them.
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The Family Upstairs Vk
Twenty-five years ago, police were called to 16 Cheyne Walk with reports of a baby crying. When they
arrived, they found a healthy ten-month-old happily cooing in her crib in the bedroom. Downstairs in
the kitchen lay three dead bodies, all dressed in black, next to a hastily scrawled note. And the four
other children reported to live at Cheyne Walk were gone.
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The Family Upstairs Barnes And Noble
In The Family Upstairs, the master of â€œbone-chilling suspenseâ€• (People) brings us the
canâ€™t-look-away story of three entangled families living in a house with the darkest of secrets.
432 engrossing pages of pure psychopathic heaven and I read every one of them in the last 10 hours. I
have been walking around our house all day resenting anyone who needed me for anything...this book
is THAT good.
We're ordering pizza tonight.
Sorry, not sorry.
Don't worry if, as you start this, you feel a little confused by the introduction of different characters and
different time periods, it only feels like you don't know what's going on and it only lasts a little while
because pretty soon?

432 engrossing pages of pure psychopathic heaven and I read every one of

them in the last 10 hours. I have been walking around our house all day resenting anyone who needed
me for anything...this book is THAT good.
We're ordering pizza tonight.
Sorry, not sorry.
Don't worry if, as you start this, you feel a little confused by the introduction of different characters and
different time periods, it only feels like you don't know what's going on and it only lasts a little while
because pretty soon? Bang, like jello, it all gels together and the tension ramps and ramps and ramps. I
could...not....put....it....down.
I'll let everyone else describe it; just read it!
Thank you to Lisa Jewel, Atria Books, and NetGalley for giving me this digital ARC (I received a widget!!) in
exchange for an honest review!

The Family Upstairs

...more

sanmarco-sf

sanmarco-sf

Lisa Jewell
The Family Upstairs

The Family Upstairs Kindle
"It all happened so slowly, yet so extraordinarily quickly, the change to our parents, to our home, to our
lives after they arrived. But that first night, when Birdie appeared on our front step with two large
suitcases and a cat in a wicker box, we could never have guessed the impact she would have, the other
people she would bring into our lives, that it would all end the way it did.
We thought she had just come to stay for the weekend."

Gather round children, and lend an ear. If you are on the

"It all happened so slowly, yet so

extraordinarily quickly, the change to our parents, to our home, to our lives after they arrived. But that
first night, when Birdie appeared on our front step with two large suitcases and a cat in a wicker box, we
could never have guessed the impact she would have, the other people she would bring into our lives,
that it would all end the way it did.
We thought she had just come to stay for the weekend."

Gather round children, and lend an ear. If you are on the gothic psychological suspense train, and
you're looking for something to read in the same vein as Ruth Ware or V.C. Andrews, then this is your
stop. The Family Upstairs is unsettling, atmospheric, and dare I say a tad bit taboo? ðŸ˜• I find those
three traits to be the trifecta of a devilishly chilling read, and if you're like me, this needs to be on your
must read list.
The reader determines quickly that the narrative is structured through three different points of view,
although we aren't told how they correlate until later in the story, and this works extremely well here. I
honestly don't think the story would have been quite the same if any minor tweaking had been done to
the particular perspectives we are privy to, as we get just enough information into the past and present
to answer all the major questions, while also allowing the reader to use their imagination to fill in some
minor blanks as well. If you're the type of person who doesn't like an open-ended story, but also isn't a
fan of the neat and tidy package upon conclusion, you'll appreciate what Jewell has done with this story.
I'm aware it's already been mentioned above, but I can't emphasize enough what a delight it was to
read a story that felt like a modern day V.C. Andrews novel. Obviously the similarities in dysfunctional
family dynamics and suffocating atmosphere of the gothic tone are clear, but there are so many minor
easter eggs that felt a tribute to that unique style of storytelling. The overall vibe of this one feels much
darker than Lisa's previous novels, but I think she's taken a leap of faith in good conscience and found
that she writes just as well in this genre as she does in domestic suspense and women's fiction.
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Yes, yes, I've kept this review vague, spoiler free, and frustratingly neutral in tone, but that's only
because I'd like for you to have the chance to read this book for yourself without any influence from my
thoughts. If you're a fan of the author's previous novels, you definitely need to read this. If you're new
to her work, this is a GREAT piece to start with. The characters are wonderfully flawed, the story is
unpredictable, and the unsettling nature of the content inside is sure to chill even the most experienced
reader of psychological thrillers. Highly recommended!
*Many thanks to the publisher for providing my review copy!

...more

Imagine inheriting an eight bedroom property in Londonâ€™s SW3 - in the heart of Chelsea - itâ€™s an
area of multi million pound homes - well letâ€™s face it, youâ€™d be over the moon to say the least.
This wonderful inheritance is Libby Jones 25th birthday present, but the house (or mansion to be
precise) is pretty dilapidated, and it has a very sinister past too.
Told from the points of view of Libby, Lucy, and Henry, in both the past and present, this compelling
family drama begins with the previous o
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Londonâ€™s SW3 - in the heart of Chelsea - itâ€™s an area of multi million pound homes - well letâ€™s
face it, youâ€™d be over the moon to say the least. This wonderful inheritance is Libby Jones 25th
birthday present, but the house (or mansion to be precise) is pretty dilapidated, and it has a very
sinister past too.
Told from the points of view of Libby, Lucy, and Henry, in both the past and present, this compelling
family drama begins with the previous owners of the house. The Lambâ€™s are a wealthy couple with
two children, Henry and Lucy. After allowing a charismatic stranger named David and his family to move
into their home, their lives will be turned completely upside down, because David isnâ€™t nearly as
charming as he appears to be. Heâ€™s definitely a Svengali figure and will soon have the family under
his spell, all except for Henry - he isnâ€™t falling for Davidâ€™s charms, not one little bit!
A disturbing, chilling and complex narrative results in many mysteries, as the three narrators stories
begin to thread together, bringing us ever closer to the main mystery - that of what happened to the
previous inhabitants of this Chelsea mansion.
* Thank you to Netgalley and Random House UK Cornerstone for my ARC for which I have given an
honest unbiased review in exchange *
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The Family Upstairs Spoilers
Lisa Jewell ventures into horror infested psychological thriller territory in this disturbing and unsettling
novel. 25 years ago in Chelsea, London, the police enter 16 Cheyne Walk, the mansion of the wealthy
Lambs, the home of the famous Martina, wife, model and mother, with her young children, Henry and
Lucy. What they discover is the dead, decomposing bodies of the Lamb parents, and that of another
mystery man, with a note that suggests a cult suicide, but strangely they find a 10 month old b
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Jewell ventures into horror infested psychological thriller territory in this disturbing and unsettling
novel. 25 years ago in Chelsea, London, the police enter 16 Cheyne Walk, the mansion of the wealthy
Lambs, the home of the famous Martina, wife, model and mother, with her young children, Henry and
Lucy. What they discover is the dead, decomposing bodies of the Lamb parents, and that of another
mystery man, with a note that suggests a cult suicide, but strangely they find a 10 month old baby alive
and well cared for, Serenity Lamb, who is later to be adopted. There were rumours of other children
residing at the place but no trace of them has ever been uncovered. In the present, it is Libby Jones 25th
birthday, her ordinary life of working in sales of designer kitchens, living under tight financial straits in
her small flat, is to be rocked when out of the blue she learns she is the sole inheritor of a large Chelsea
mansion, she has become an extremely rich young woman.
When she visits the house with the solicitor, she finds it in a dilapidated condition with a creepy
atmosphere as she learns of what happened there 25 years ago. She becomes more afraid when she
hears the sounds of someone upstairs and leaves the place abruptly, determined to discover all she can
about what happened there. Libby is aided by her work colleague, Dido, and journalist, Miller Roe
whose life was destroyed by his obsession with the story. In the South of France in Nice, an
impoverished single mother is living hand to mouth with her two children from different fathers, Marco
and Stella. She busks as a fiddle player, worn out by the life she lives, which includes periods of
homelessness but she is now keen to take her family to London. In the past, a young Henry with his
strong sense of entitlement is to find his future and that of his family shockingly derailed when his
mother invites a pop star, Birdie Dunlop-Evers, and David Thomsen, with his family, wife, Sally, and their
children, Clemency and Phin to live in their home temporarily, only for them to end up staying
permanently. Thomsen, the usurper, is authoritarian, cruel, and manipulative as he tightens his hold on
the household as the lives of those who reside there descend into horror and a nightmarish hell.
Jewell writes a gripping and compulsive novel in which a menacing insanity takes hold of the lives of the
children in Cheyne Walk, culminating in their broken and traumatised, emotionally damaged psyches.
Libby is to find her life changed forever as she learns of the secret family histories of her newly
inherited mansion. This is the most twisted and darkest of books, as revelation after revelation unfolds,
which makes for an uncomfortable but never less than a compelling reading experience. Many thanks
to Random House Cornerstone for an ARC.
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2.5 stars rounded up to 3 stars.

The Family Upstairs

sanmarco-sf

sanmarco-sf

Lisa Jewell
The Family Upstairs

This book was very confusing too me so I am just going to use the blurb as the plot. I thought it was
written well.
Be careful who you let in.
Soon after her twenty-fifth birthday, Libby Jones returns home from work to find the letter sheâ€™s
been waiting for her entire life. She rips it open with one driving thought: I am finally going to know who
I am.
She soon learns not only the identity of her birth parents, but also that she is the sole inheritor of their
abando
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This book was very confusing too me so I am just going to use the blurb as the plot. I thought it was
written well.
Be careful who you let in.
Soon after her twenty-fifth birthday, Libby Jones returns home from work to find the letter sheâ€™s
been waiting for her entire life. She rips it open with one driving thought: I am finally going to know who
I am.
She soon learns not only the identity of her birth parents, but also that she is the sole inheritor of their
abandoned mansion on the banks of the Thames in Londonâ€™s fashionable Chelsea neighborhood,
worth millions. Everything in Libbyâ€™s life is about to change. But what she canâ€™t possibly know is
that others have been waiting for this day as wellâ€”and she is on a collision course to meet them.
Twenty-five years ago, police were called to 16 Cheyne Walk with reports of a baby crying. When they
arrived, they found a healthy ten-month-old happily cooing in her crib in the bedroom. Downstairs in
the kitchen lay three dead bodies, all dressed in black, next to a hastily scrawled note. And the four
other children reported to live at Cheyne Walk were gone.
In The Family Upstairs, the master of â€œbone-chilling suspenseâ€• (People) brings us the
canâ€™t-look-away story of three entangled families living in a house with the darkest of secrets.
This one has a slow burn in the beginning and it was so confusing but it eventually made sense. It is told
in three points of view, Libby's, Henry's and Lucy's. It also has two different timelines. There are also lots
of characters in it so at times it was hard for me to keep track of all of them. When I read a book I don't
like to be confused. I like to know what's going on and it takes awhile to know what's going on.
I was not expecting to not liking this one. I did enjoy some parts. I love Lisa Jewell and I loved every book
she has written so this was a disappointment. I can't believe I am saying this, but this one was too dark
and disturbing for me. This book was very very dark. It is not for every one. I have never read a book
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that was too disturbing and dark until I read this one. It has lots of triggers which I will put down all of
them at the end of the review. I felt like a different author wrote this book. There were some parts that I
enjoyed. I did enjoy the ending.
I still can't wait for the next Lisa Jewell book. This is the only book of hers, that was a disappointment to
me. The other books I read by her, I loved so much. I am in the minority of this one so I suggest to look
at all the other 4 and 5 star reviews. This one just might be the book for you. Lots of others loved this
book.
Trigger warnings: If you have a trigger this book has it. Rape, child abuse, animal cruelty, suicide and
incest.
Available Now
I want to thank Netgalley, Atria Books, and Lisa Jewell for the widget of this book.
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The Family Upstairs A Novel
Well, it looks as though I may be in the minority on this one!
Libby is shocked after being notified sheâ€™s just inherited a massive house. One that comes with a
mysterious and tragic history.
Libby was found abandoned as a baby in this home. Having been adopted, Libby has since blossomed
into a 25 year old, well-adjusted, content young lady. Anxious to keep her life moving along on the
timetable sheâ€™s set for herself.
Well, Miss Libby...this new inheritance thing may just change up your original

Well, it looks as though I

may be in the minority on this one!
Libby is shocked after being notified sheâ€™s just inherited a massive house. One that comes with a
mysterious and tragic history.
Libby was found abandoned as a baby in this home. Having been adopted, Libby has since blossomed
into a 25 year old, well-adjusted, content young lady. Anxious to keep her life moving along on the
timetable sheâ€™s set for herself.
Well, Miss Libby...this new inheritance thing may just change up your original life plan. Maybe
thereâ€™s a great deal more to discover here than just an old house.
Told from several POV and timelines. From the start I had difficulty keeping it all straight, never coming
together as much as I hoped.
Iâ€™ve been reading all of Lisa Jewels books and always look forward to their release every year, but I
have to say this might be my least favorite.
Butâ€¦Iâ€™m still a committed Lisa Jewell fan and anxiously await her next release!
A buddy read with Susanne!ðŸŒ¸
Thank you to Ariele Friedman at Atria Books via NetGalley and Lisa Jewel for an ARC to read in exchange
for an honest review.
...more
This was one of my most anticipated reads of 2019, since Iâ€™m a huge Lisa Jewell fan. For me this book
was a frustrating read. The four other novels by this author which I have previously read were favorites
of mine and I never had any problems with the flow of the story. This book has so many characters,
switches back and forth in time and I found the characters, with the exception of Libby, to be
unpredictable and not very believable. In the beginning I actually took notes to keep the character
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was one of my most anticipated reads of 2019, since Iâ€™m a huge Lisa Jewell fan. For me this book was
a frustrating read. The four other novels by this author which I have previously read were favorites of
mine and I never had any problems with the flow of the story. This book has so many characters,
switches back and forth in time and I found the characters, with the exception of Libby, to be
unpredictable and not very believable. In the beginning I actually took notes to keep the characters
straight!
The blurb for this book is not very explanatory, as the family that descends upon this house doesnâ€™t
live upstairs but virtually invades the entire house, upending all of the characters lives and futures and
wrecking havoc on the family living there.
The story is told from three points of view, the first we are introduced to is Libby. Libby has just turned
25, she is single and working at a company that sells kitchens to mostly wealthy clients who need her
expert advice. She makes a living wage but not much more. She always knew that she had been an
orphan, adopted when she was a young baby, and has been waiting for a letter to come from the
solicitors in England to tell her what her family name is and a little bit about them. What she finds out
instead is that she has now inherited a mansion in an upscale part of Chelsea, England, and need only
come to the law offices to claim the house. Even in a run down condition she knows the house will be
worth many thousands of pounds.
Henry narrates a large portion of the story. He was the son of the original family who owned the house
in Chelsea. We will see many sides of Henry, the good, the sad and the unbelievable. He had to watch
while his home and family were turned upside down and their lifestyle completely changed when David
Thomson and his family come to stay, for a very long time!
Lucyâ€™s point of view is interesting, she is a now single mother of two, Marco and Sally and has been
living most of her life from the money she makes playing her fiddle. She is extremely down and out
when we join her in the story. She gets the message on her phone â€œthe baby is 25â€• just when she
had no idea how she was going to continue to provide for her children. She heads to England to rejoin
her siblings and the now grown baby who will inherit the family home.
This is such a confusing story with so many characters that Iâ€™m not going to get into any of the plot.
Suffice it to say that it is multi-layered, hard to keep straight and hard to believe. It was only the closing
chapters that really set straight what the heck was going on in the novel. For this story to have occurred
it would have been necessary for the family, friends and neighbors of the Lamb family to have done
nothing to try to find out what was going on in this house for 5 years. The children were taken out of
school and eventually none of them were allowed to leave the house. I just kept saying to myself
â€œcome on, someone would have noticed something was up hereâ€•.
I donâ€™t think I can recommend this book to anyone but I will continue to be a huge fan of this author,
this book just wasnâ€™t right for me. There are other 5* reviews out there so read a variety of them!
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I would like to tell my readers that this book does include animal cruelty, incest, child abuse and rape.
I received an ARC of this novel from the publisher through Edelweiss. The book is set to publish
November 5, 2019.
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