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A Better Man Louise Penny
Catastrophic spring flooding, blistering attacks in the media, and a mysterious disappearance greet
Chief Inspector Armand Gamache as he returns to the Surete du Quebec in the latest novel by #1 New
York Times bestselling author Louise Penny.
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A Better Man Lyrics
It's Gamache's first day back as head of the homicide department, a job he temporarily shares with his
previous second-in-command, Jean-Guy Beauvoir. Flood waters are rising across the province. In the
middle of the turmoil a father approaches Gamache, pleading for help in finding his daughter.
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A Better Man Song
As crisis piles upon crisis, Gamache tries to hold off the encroaching chaos, and realizes the search for
Vivienne Godin should be abandoned. But with a daughter of his own, he finds himself developing a
profound, and perhaps unwise, empathy for her distraught father.
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Increasingly hounded by the question, how would you feel..., he resumes the search.
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A Better Man Book Review
As the rivers rise, and the social media onslaught against Gamache becomes crueler, a body is
discovered. And in the tumult, mistakes are made.
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A Better Man Clint Black
In the next novel in this "constantly surprising series that deepens and darkens as it evolves" (New York
Times Book Review), Gamache must face a horrific possibility, and a burning question.
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What would you do if your child's killer walked free?
Everytime I start reading a Louise Penny novel I am confronted with a dilemma. Do I read it quickly
because really I don't want to put it down, or do I read it slowly because I don't want it to end? How
does she do it? This is the 15th I the Three Pines series and it keeps getting better and better. In this
one, I my opinion, she outdid herself, combining some important issues of the day, with an outstanding,
difficult to solve mystery. The issues of climate change, abuse and the devastation it
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reading a Louise Penny novel I am confronted with a dilemma. Do I read it quickly because really I don't
want to put it down, or do I read it slowly because I don't want it to end? How does she do it? This is the
15th I the Three Pines series and it keeps getting better and better. In this one, I my opinion, she outdid
herself, combining some important issues of the day, with an outstanding, difficult to solve mystery. The
issues of climate change, abuse and the devastation it causes, and the good and bad of social media. All
combined seamlessly in the lives of various members of the community we have come to love.
She shows us the many depths of personality that can live inside one person. Characteristics based on
the past, the present, life experiences that make us the people we are. She shows us friendship, love,
respect, integrity, compassion, kindness and the struggle to know when to hold on and when to let go.
Ratchets up the tension and then fits in some appropriate humor that makes us laugh. Oddly enough a
new character comes to Three Pines and affects the future of one member. This was a particularly
emotional entry in the series as one chapter closes and a new one begins. And now I am resolved, as I
await the next in this stellar series.
"That twisted reality, until malice and truth were intertwined and indistinguishable."
ARC from Minotaur books.

A Better Man

...more

sanmarco-sf

sanmarco-sf

Louise Penny
A Better Man

A Better Man Review
Louise Penny is a treasure when it comes to the world of crime fiction, this is a stunning addition to this
stellar series set in the village of Three Pines in Quebec, Canada, featuring the incomparable and wise
Chief Inspector Gamache, having now been demoted by those more spineless, self serving and
ambitious, wanting to besmirch the reputation of a man they perceive as having too much power and a
threat. They never expected Gamache to accept the demotion to Head of Homicide from being Chief b
Louise Penny is a treasure when it comes to the world of crime fiction, this is a stunning addition to this
stellar series set in the village of Three Pines in Quebec, Canada, featuring the incomparable and wise
Chief Inspector Gamache, having now been demoted by those more spineless, self serving and
ambitious, wanting to besmirch the reputation of a man they perceive as having too much power and a
threat. They never expected Gamache to accept the demotion to Head of Homicide from being Chief
but they fail to comprehend the kind of man he is, why he inspires such loyalty and respect in others, he
has no ego and wishes merely to be the best police officer he can be. It's a joy to see the return of
beloved characters, even the rude, indomitable, cantankerous elderly poet, Ruth Zardo, and her
familiar, the duck, Myrna, Reine-Marie, and all the others. The artist, Clara, is having a particularly
tumultuous time, with her latest works, the miniatures, not being well received, in fact her reputation is
being trashed on social media, with many questioning if she ever had any artistic abilities at all.
Gamache's return to the Surete du Quebec goes down even less well on social media with a tirade of
vile postings, not to mention fake videos. Those who know Gamache are outraged at the lies and vitriol
being expressed but Gamache has an inner strength that can weather almost anything. Work colleagues
and friends observe closely at how well he will take to being under the command of Jean-Guy Beauvoir,
his protege and son-in-law, around for 2 weeks before quitting the police to move to Paris to embark on
a new life. Agent Lysette Cloutier and Gamache inquire into a missing pregnant woman, Vivienne Godin,
who failed to turn up at her father, Homer's home. Homer is frantic, and with good reason, Vivienne is
married to an abusive husband, the ceramic artist, the deplorable and nasty piece of work that is Carl
Tracey. In the meantime, the weather is atrocious for April with no sign of spring, and even worse the
worst flooding, threatening death and destruction is being forecast for Quebec. Herculean efforts are
required from the Three Pines residents as they build sandbag defences on the banks of the Bella Bella
river to try and save the village.
Two phrases ring true throughout in this novel, all truth in malice, and what might appear to be more
contradictory, things are strongest when they are broken. Penny writes with humanity and compassion,
with insight and wisdom on the contradictions and complexities of individuals, no-one is purely good,
not even Gamache, or just evil. The strengths of this series are the rich complicated, often quirky,
characters, from Ruth to Jean-Guy, and their development. Three Pines is a village of people who love
and support one another, a force to be reckoned with as they come together to fight the threat of
catastrophic dangerous flooding, illustrating their strength as a community, no-one is alone. This was a
fantastic, moving and profound crime read, one which I have absolutely no hesitation in recommending
highly. Many thanks to Little, Brown for an ARC.

A Better Man

...more

sanmarco-sf

Louise Penny

sanmarco-sf

A Better Man

In the midst of a threat from devastating Spring floods, Vivienne Godin, 25 and pregnant, is missing, her
father is frantic, and her drunken, abusive husband, Carl Tracey, is suspected at having a hand in her
disappearance. As the father of a daughter the same age, Gamache finds himself increasingly unable to
stay objective as they search for the missing woman. Mistakes are made. A side plot included vicious
social media attacks on Gamache for his past actions.
At the same time Clara is publicly
In the midst of a threat from devastating Spring floods, Vivienne Godin, 25 and pregnant, is missing, her
father is frantic, and her drunken, abusive husband, Carl Tracey, is suspected at having a hand in her
disappearance. As the father of a daughter the same age, Gamache finds himself increasingly unable to
stay objective as they search for the missing woman. Mistakes are made. A side plot included vicious
social media attacks on Gamache for his past actions.
At the same time Clara is publicly criticized for her art, but I found this side plot uninteresting. And
somehow I missed the significance of the flooding.
It pains me to do this but itâ€™s time for me and Armand to part ways. Iâ€™ve loved this series from
the start but it has lost itâ€™s charm. There was a lot of repetitiveness, unprofessional and unrealistic
behavior and attitudes in Gamache and the other detectives, and the case is not truly investigated until
the last 25%. The moral lessons are heavy-handed and Gamache himself has become insufferable. I
wonâ€™t list all the instances that caused my eyes to roll, but there were many.
There are plenty of people who still find this series charming and wonderful, but Iâ€™ve not found it to
be so for several recent books. Sometimes readers outgrow a series and thatâ€™s the case with me.
Iâ€™m giving it 3 stars for the history I have with this series and my respect for the author.
â€¢ I received a copy of the book from Edelweiss. All opinions ae my own.
â€¢ This was a buddy read with Marialyce, and both of us were left disappointed. For this review and
others please visit https://yayareadslotsofbooks.wordpres...
...more
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A Better Man Documentary
Our date came a bit early this year, Armand, which makes it bitter sweet. Sweet because I got to catch
up with you and our friends in Three Pines a little earlier in the summer than usual. Bitter because our
time together is already over until next year.
I found this yearâ€™s dose of Louise Penny got off to a slow start. Armand Gamache is struggling, as
usual, with his place in the Quebec police, and the mystery at the centre of A Better Man focuses on a
seemingly straightforward missing person cas

Our date came a bit early this year, Armand, which

makes it bitter sweet. Sweet because I got to catch up with you and our friends in Three Pines a little
earlier in the summer than usual. Bitter because our time together is already over until next year.
I found this yearâ€™s dose of Louise Penny got off to a slow start. Armand Gamache is struggling, as
usual, with his place in the Quebec police, and the mystery at the centre of A Better Man focuses on a
seemingly straightforward missing person case. And I must admit that the story itself didnâ€™t really
grow much in intensity for me. Armand continued to struggle. The people of Three Pines were thrown
into turmoil because Claraâ€™s paintings are getting bad reviews. And I quickly guessed what was
meant to be a not so obvious resolution to the missing person plot.
But for true fans of Louise Penny, like me, the plot is often beside the point. As usual, Armand, his
family, his colleagues and his neighbours make up for any plot weaknesses. Itâ€™s hard not to be
enthralled by these deep feeling and thinking characters, who are also equipped with a good sense of
humour and a love for the good things in life. Despite the murders and carnage, Louise Penny presents
an inspiring and warm world view of human connections. (I canâ€™t believe I just wrote that sentence,
but I canâ€™t think of any other way to express it.)
But because this was not my favourite of Pennyâ€™s books, I thought I should probably be fair and give
it 4 stars rather than my usual 5 stars. And then I read her afterword, and I knew I couldnâ€™t rate this
one any less than 5 stars. Penny explains why she named one of the dogs in the book Fred, which made
me teary. Then she explained that â€œthese books are about community. About love and belonging.
And the great gift of friendship.â€• Indeed! So the afterword pulled me over the 5 star line â€“ not for
the first time -- and itâ€™s another five stars for me. Because, despite the plotâ€™s weaknesses, these
are the feelings I walk away with each year after I finish Pennyâ€™s latest offering.
So, goodbye for now, Armand. I hope youâ€™re planning something good for next year. In the
meantime, enjoy your family and friends, and donâ€™t get into too much trouble ;)
Thanks to Edelweiss and the publisher for giving me access to an advance copy.
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There WILL be a new Inspector Gamache book! #15 coming out in August.
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